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A Story of Love That Won't Let Go - No Matter What!Californiaâ€™s gold country, 1850. A time

when men sold their souls for a bag of gold and women sold their bodies for a place to

sleep.Â Â Angel expects nothing from men but betrayal. Sold into prostitution as a child, she

survives by keeping her hatred alive. And what she hates most are the men who use her, leaving

her empty and dead inside.Â Â Â Then she meets Michael Hosea, a man who seeks his

Fatherâ€™s heart in everything. Michael obeys Godâ€™s call to marry Angel and to love her

unconditionally. Slowly, day by day, he defies Angelâ€™s every bitter expectation, until despite her

resistance, her frozen heart begins to thaw.Â Â Â But with her unexpected softening comes

overwhelming feelings of unworthiness and fear. And so Angel runs. Back to the darkness, away

from her husbandâ€™s pursuing love, terrified of the truth she no longer can deny: Her final healing

must come from the One who loves her even more than Michael doesâ€¦the One who will never let

her go.Â Â Â A powerful retelling of the story of Gomer and Hosea, Redeeming Love is a

life-changing story of Godâ€™s unconditional, redemptive, all-consuming love.Includes a six-part

reading group guide!
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I have read this book four times now.This was the first book of Francine Rivers' I had ever read. In

fact, this was the first Christian book I had ever read. I do not like to think that I am the type to easily

cry, especially during movies and books and such. But I wept throughout this read.This is a

nonfiction story based on the Biblical book of Hosea. Hosea was one of the Lord's prophets in the

Old Testament. The Lord told Hosea to marry a prostitute, a woman named Gomer. God told Hosea

to do this because Hosea's love for and marriage to Gomer would serve as a symbol of God's love

for His bride, His people Israel. Gomer left Hosea multiple times; she even bore other men's

children. But every time she left, Hosea went after her. Hosea's love and pursuit for Gomer still

serve as a symbol of God's love for us today.'Redeeming Love' takes place in the 1800's during

California's gold rush. The Gomer character is a prostitute named Angel, and the Biblical Hosea

character is a farmer named Michael Hosea. Angel is a hard woman with a heart of stone. She

doesn't need any help; doesn't want any help. Hosea rescues her, but she doesn't want to be

rescued. She tries to return to her old life. She tries repeatedly. Hosea goes after her. Again and

again. But how does one go about softening another's heart? Only God can do that.It is interesting

how love breaks down all barriers. Even those we do not know exist within us.I had no expectations

when I initially borrowed this book from a friend. Words cannot express how thankful I am to have

read this book and learn its' lessons. This book is now a lifelong favorite and should be an addition

to your permanent library.
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